
To: Property Owners Fighting Back 

bcc:  Property Takers, taking as much as they can, as quietly as they can, as long as 

they can....   
  

Washington State DOT was bragging at a meeting at the Enumclaw Library the other 

night that they were also accommodating the bicyclists.  They also said the Growth 

Management Act was good because it helped them plan better.  Of course they had no 

property owners on any of their committees or even brought up property owner 

concerns.  The DOT did not even mention where the land from their extorted roads 

came from.  With "better" ways to plan like this, who needs the DOT?  Lets contract 

out road maintenance ourselves.  
  

Here is interesting site below on yet another way land rustlers operate.  Check out the 

bike stories. 
  

  

Jack Venrick 

100 Years Ago 

Cattle & Horse Thieves Were Hung 

Trespassers Were Shot On the Spot 

There Was No Law, Just The Law of The Land 

Justice Was Quick, a Rope and a Gun 

Ranchers & Farmers  With Their Hired Hands, Knew What To Do 

Today Green Government Rustlers Are Hanging The Ranchers and Farmers 

Now Government Law Rules The Land 

Ironically, There is Now No Law in The Land 

Enumclaw, WA 

  

  

http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/ 

National Association of Reversionary 

Property Owners 

 Double click the blue above for a primer on 

railroad rights of way 

NARPO 

http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/row.htm
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/row.htm


Property Rights Advocates 

Property Owner's Rights on the Rails to Trails Issue 

This Web Page is brought to you by Dick Welsh, the executive director of NARPO. NARPO's 

address: 227 Bellevue Way N.E. Suite 719 Bellevue, WA 98004 --- Due to ongoing virus 

problems, NARPO will not open any e-mail unless the subject line contains any of the following 

words: rail trail, trails, or property rights. NARPO's E-mail address is: dick156@earthlink.net  

NARPO is a non-profit, tax exempt foundation dedicated to principles that private property 

ownership must be maintained in the hands of citizens and not the government. NARPO's major 

goal is to assist property owners in maintaining their complete land ownership and resisting 

government confiscation. We hope to keep you up to date on the latest court cases and federal 

and state law changes that effect the property rights of reversionary property owners to railroad 

rights-of-way. Feel free to browse and leave an e-mail message at the end of the page.  

Mr. Web-Counter says you are visitor   in thousands 

YOU CAN DOWNLOAD ANY OF THE ISSUES AND ARTICLES LISTED ON THIS WEB 

PAGE BY USING THE PRINT FUNCTION ON THE FILE MENU OF YOUR WEB 

BROWSER.  

Updated June 3, 2007 

NARPO's Railroad Right of Way Primer on Railroad Easements and Reversionary Rights  

NARPO has available a 1,050 page collection in loose leaf formation that has numerous media 

articles and testimonials and the bad effects of rails to trail and rail trails in general. The cost is 

$120 which includes postal shipping. If you need faster shipping, then an additional freight 

charge of $48 will be added on. If you want just the 600 plus pages that are media articles about 

trail crime and other trail problems, the cost is $62.00 or $84.00 for expedited freight. E-mail 

NARPO at:dick156@earthlink.net -- for your copy and remember to put the correct words(rails 

to trails or property rights) in the subject line or NARPO will not open the e-mail due to virus 

problems.  

Site Index--page down to choice 

The Latest News on Rails To Trails (RTC) 

Trail Crime Statistics 

Class Action Lawsuit Information 

http://www.digits.com/web_counter/
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/row.htm


Ongoing Issues & Technical Papers 

Court Cases on Rails To Trails Issues 

Congressional Testimony on RTC Issues 

Related Internet Links 

THE LATEST NEWS ON RAILS TO TRAILS (RTC) 

**May 21, 2007-Read an article by an emergency room physician about the bad 

effects of snowmobiles on people and on the environment-- 

http://www.northwoodswild.org/newspro/viewnews.cgi?id=EEEyuukuykuakcmw

UQ  

**May 20, 2007 An article about why you don’t want a snowmobile trail near 

you. 

http://www.northwoodswild.org/downloads/arc_srg_snowmobilereport.pdf 

**March 1, 2007-The Surface Transportation Board (STB) which regulates 

railroads and trail use has moved and their phones numbers have all changed.  

The new main number is 202-245-0245.  The STB General Counsel is 202-245-

0262.  Other STB phone numbers can be found on the STB web site: 

http://www.stb.dot.gov   This page has all the phone numbers 

http://www.stb.dot.gov/stb/docs/KeyContacts_4-23-07.pdf   The new address for 

the STB is 395 “E” Street, Washington, DC  20423. 

**March 12, 2007-Click on the following link to see a case from the federal 

appeals court from Virginia where the court ruled that a property owner can sue 

for a Fourth Amendment violation of search and seizure when a city allowed 

people to trespass on private property for trail use.  This is another tactic we can 

use to get control of our property rights. 

http://pacer.ca4.uscourts.gov/opinion.pdf/052344.P.pdf  

**November 4, 2006-Bicyclists are always painted as such nice folks.  See this NY 

Times articles for another view. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/12/29/opinion/29fri2.html?_r=1&th&emc=th&oref

=slogin 

http://www.northwoodswild.org/newspro/viewnews.cgi?id=EEEyuukuykuakcmwUQ
http://www.northwoodswild.org/newspro/viewnews.cgi?id=EEEyuukuykuakcmwUQ
http://www.northwoodswild.org/downloads/arc_srg_snowmobilereport.pdf
http://www.stb.gov/
http://www.stb.dot.gov/stb/docs/KeyContacts_4-23-07.pdf
http://pacer.ca4.uscourts.gov/opinion.pdf/052344.P.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/12/29/opinion/29fri2.html?_r=1&th&emc=th&oref=slogin
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/12/29/opinion/29fri2.html?_r=1&th&emc=th&oref=slogin


**November 4, 2006-Aren’t the trail zealots always telling up how trail uses keep 

the trails free of crime and trash. See this story. 

http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/cct.doc 

**October 24, 2006-This story is by a bicycle group about the benefits of riding 

on roads versus trails. 

http://www.bicyclinglife.com/EffectiveAdvocacy/TheRoadsWeHave.htm 

**October 15, 2006-This is an article about how trail users are not the eco-

friendly they make themselves out to be.  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-

dyn/content/article/2006/10/13/AR2006101301285.html?referrer=emailarticle 

**September 24, 2006-Here is an interesting comment from an observer in 

Peoria, Illinois about a proposed rail trail. See this link 

http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/PeoriaTrail.doc 

**September 11, 2006—Five more trail crimes that came to our attention. 

http://www.wbay.com/Global/story.asp?S=5390980&nav=menu24_2 

http://www.nbc30.com/news/3617012/detail.html 

http://www.sptimes.com/2003/09/11/news_pf/Citrus/Man_accused_in_assaul.sht

ml 

http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/news/2003/12dec/121003joggerassulted.html 

http://www.news10.net/printfullstory.aspx?storyid=19318 

**August 24, 2006-See this link http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-

dyn/content/article/2006/08/17/AR2006081701613_3.html 

to see how crowded some trails are and how dangerous they can be to life! 

**July 11, 2006-Here is an article about two women killed on a popular trail near 

Seattle.  The trail zealots tell us popular trails are crime immune because so 

many people are on the trail.  That does not seem the case! 

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2003124787_webhikersslain13.h

tml  

**July 15, 2006-Here is a letter to the editor by a former city councilman about 

eminent domain (Condemnation). 

http://earthlink.net/~dick156/contracostratimes.doc
http://www.bicyclinglife.com/EffectiveAdvocacy/TheRoadsWeHave.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/13/AR2006101301285.html?referrer=emailarticle
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/13/AR2006101301285.html?referrer=emailarticle
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/PeoriaTrail.doc
http://www.wbay.com/Global/story.asp?S=5390980&nav=menu24_2
http://www.nbc30.com/news/3617012/detail.html
http://www.sptimes.com/2003/09/11/news_pf/Citrus/Man_accused_in_assaul.shtml
http://www.sptimes.com/2003/09/11/news_pf/Citrus/Man_accused_in_assaul.shtml
http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/news/2003/12dec/121003joggerassulted.html
http://www.news10.net/printfullstory.aspx?storyid=19318
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/08/17/AR2006081701613_3.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/08/17/AR2006081701613_3.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2003124787_webhikersslain13.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2003124787_webhikersslain13.html


http://www.theithacajournal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060715/OPINIO

N03/607150317/1014/OPINION 

July 12, 2006- A further story on the trail killings above.  Read through the 

article and notice near the end where they say you shouldn’t travel alone on 

trails. If these trails are so great and safe, why is it necessary to travel in a crowd 

to be safe? http://archives.seattletimes.nwsource.com/cgi-

bin/texis.cgi/web/vortex/display?slug=forestcrime13m&date=20060713&query=

Forest+Killings  

**April 26, 2006-No eminent domain for trails in Monroe County, Indiana. 

See this here  

**April 26, 2006-Who would ever had thought that trails could cause pollution!! 

Click here  

**MARCH 14, 2006—Even 14,000 miles for the U.S. and they still have problems 

with rail trails. 

Click here  

**March 14, 2006—This is an interesting article about how all trails are not 

good. See here  

**February 13, 2006—Here is a great federal site for finding copies of the land 

patent the government issued for your property. 

Click here and click on the upper middle tab labeled “Standard”. Then type in your state, county, 

section, township and range, and it spits out all the patents for that section of land. You can 

either get copies directly from the site or order them from the site. This is great info for those 

trying to prove they own the underlying title to the right of way especially if you are in the west 

and have government grant rights of way in the area.  

**January 1, 2006—Here is a case decided in September 2005 where the court 

rules that a fiber optic cable was not consistent with a railroad right of way use. 

See the case here and then click on “Query in plain English” and type in “Home On The Range v 

AT&T” and slick okay. The 50 page case will come up in a .pdf file.  

&&January 9, 2006—A Pennsylvania County Judge ruled for landowners in a 

very acrimonious case that has been ongoing for over 10 years. 

http://www.theithacajournal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060715/OPINION03/607150317/1014/OPINION
http://www.theithacajournal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060715/OPINION03/607150317/1014/OPINION
http://archives.seattletimes.nwsource.com/cgi-bin/texis.cgi/web/vortex/display?slug=forestcrime13m&date=20060713&query=Forest+Killings
http://archives.seattletimes.nwsource.com/cgi-bin/texis.cgi/web/vortex/display?slug=forestcrime13m&date=20060713&query=Forest+Killings
http://archives.seattletimes.nwsource.com/cgi-bin/texis.cgi/web/vortex/display?slug=forestcrime13m&date=20060713&query=Forest+Killings
http://www.heraldtimesonline.com/stories/2006/03/25/news.new.1143259950.sto?printf=1
http://72.14.203.104/search?q=cache:TFOVdhsvLgQJ:www.dcr.virginia.gov/sw/docs/swm/sec-6_new.pdf+calcium+chloride+aid+septic+field&hl=en&gl=us&ct=clnk&cd=56
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200603/s1590826.htm
http://www.suwa.org/orv/access.htm
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch/
http://www.insd.uscourts.gov/


The judge ruled that the landowners owned the railroad right of way in fee simple title. Also 

there was not a federal rails to trails designation attached to the abandonment. The judge also 

ruled that the landowners can go ahead with their lawsuit against the trail groups on trespass and 

slander of title. Click here 

**January 3, 2006—Some articles about why bikers make bad trail companions. 

Click here 

**January 1, 2006—An article about how the bike folks were pushing for a bad 

trail. 

Click here 

**January 1, 2006—A bike advocate tells why bike trails are bad compared to 

riding on roads. 

Click here 

**October 25, 2005--More shenanigans on the part of a planning board on trail 

issues. Be aware that these planning boards put these trail plans in and then years later say that it 

has been the wishes of the people for all those years. Click here 

**December 1, 2005—This article is about new federal EPA rules on pollution 

sites. 

The article delineates out what federal agencies must do before allowing federal action on a 

potential project. This very well pertains to the STB and how they allow trails on railroad rights 

of way which are nothing but linear toxic waste dumps in most cases. Click on here 

**November 26, 2005—A website article about how bikes are better on roads 

that on trails. 

Click here 

**November 20, 2005—An article from the Los Angeles Transportation Dept., 

about how it is safer for bikes to be ob sidewalks rather than roads. 

Click here 

**October 20, 2005--The article below describes a typical scenario for trails and 

eminent domain.  A few holdouts face hostile seizure of their properties. 

Click here 

http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/pa01.txt
http://www.lesberries.co.uk/cycling/infra/infra.html
http://www.coastalpost.com/00/7/09.htm
http://www.johnforester.com/Articles/Facilities/TransQuart01.htm
http://www.ptreyeslight.com/stories/feb17_05/trails.html
http://www.manatt.com/newsPopup.aspx?id=3569
http://www.bicycledriving.com/bikepaths.htm
http://www.lapdonline.org/bldg_safer_comms/tip_of_the_month/2002/02_05_traffic_tip.htm
http://www.fillmorecountyjournal.com/main.asp?SectionID=16&ArticleID=16283&SubSectionID=20


**September 21, 2005—Here is a short letter to the editor concerning trails and 

hurricane Katrina and spending. Click here 

**7/20/2005 The link below is the testimony to Congress of Chuck Cushman 

executive director of the American Land Rights Association, he has wonderful 

examples of trails gone amok because of the National Trails Act. As he points out 

about how trails mutate, first the trail advocates claim that only the "willing" 

landowners will be expected to host a trail.  Then the trail folks get impatient, 

which is quickly followed by eminent domain.   They and their government 

agencies have all the power, while lonely landowners are left to fend for 

themselves. here 

**7/15/05 An article about a 1993 NARPO study on usage of rail trails. 

Click on: here 

**4/15/05 Lawyer sues a town, resort, and 2 trail outfits when he gets injured on 

a recreational trail in Toronto. 

A personal-injury lawyer filed a $1 million dollar lawsuit on behalf of himself 

when he got hurt on a trail after falling off his bike.   A short article is followed 

by a bunch of bikers' comments.  This is truly an inspiring event. Click here 

**Farm awarded $400,000 in trail lawsuit in Newton, N.H. 

A court awarded the settlement based on past damages and potential future 

damage to the farm, which adjoins a recreational trail. Click here 

**4/4/05 Another very good court decision just came down for property owners 

on government grant rights of way. 

A very definitive decision by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit 

says that property owners owning land abutting railroad rights of way where the 

right of way was granted to a railroad by the government, the right of way 

belongs to the abutting property owner. And if a rail trail has been put on the 

right of way after railroad abandonment, then the abutting property owner is 

due just compensation. To see a copy of the decision click here. This case is cited 

as: Hash v. U.S. 403 F.3d 1308 (2005). If any property owner fits into this 

category, then they can use this decision to get their just compensation for having 

a trail through their property. You might want to call either John Groen in the 

western states at 425-453-6206 or Nels Ackerson in Washington, D.C., at 202-

833-8833.  

http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/Ithaca.doc
http://www.landrights.org/AppalachianTrailTestimony.pdf
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/trailuse.doc
http://www.bikeforums.net/archive/index.php/t-100585
http://www.nhatv.com/news/peanuttrail3.asp
http://fedcir.gov/opinions/03-1395.pdf


**4/4/05 An article on trail problems in Canada 

The article is an Adobe pdf file. Click here  

**3/19/05 A very good court decision just came down for property owners 

The case below is a hot link to a Federal Claims Court decision on a federally 

granted right of way that is being turned into a rail trail.  The property owner 

won a big decision on the ownership issue of the right of way easement.  The 

decision is written in a way that positively affects all government granted rights 

of way and overrides many adverse decisions.  It is 33 pages long, but well worth 

reading for those property owners affected. If you have any questions, please 

email me. Dick Welsh--NARPO Click here. This case is cited as: Beres v. U.S. 64 

Fed.Cl. 403, 427 (2005).  

**3/15/05 Hope for property owner abutting a rail trail 

A group of property owners in south central Washington State spent a lot of time 

following what a trails’ group and the railroad did after the trails’ group 

acquired the rights for a trail on an abandoned rail line. They discovered the 

railroad had sold off some land that disconnected the rail line from a connection 

to another rail line. It just so happens that the federal rails to trails law exists 

under the fiction that a railroad can restart service and connect it to the national 

rail system. If a railroad cuts the possibility of future connection to the national 

rail system, then the STB loses jurisdiction and the rail trail can disappear. A 

court case to decide just that has been filed. For further information you can 

contact the attorneys representing the property owners—Nels Ackerson at 202-

833-8833. 

**1/15/05 To see a good form letter for a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 

request click here. This form letter is geared toward a request to a federal 

agency, but it can be adopted for a FOIA request from any government entity. 

Any time you are involved with a controversy with a government entity, you need 

to know what they have been doing and what their plans are. The best way to get 

to see their files is with a FOIA request. Best of all, if the entity denies your 

request or doesn’t answer in the proper time, you are entitled to daily damages 

and attorney fees. This form letter came from the Property Rights Foundation of 

America, http://www.prfamerica.org 

**1/5/05 This is a very good write-up on the economic and physical effects of 

having snowmobile trails near or next to your property. This is a very well done 

http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/alberta.pdf
http://www.uscfc.uscourts.gov/Opinions/Horn/05/HORN.Beres.pdf
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/FOIA-letter.doc


paper and should be quotable when you are discussing the issue you’re your 

elected and appointed officials. Click here 

**12/13/04 Sprint, Qwest, Other Telecoms Face New Multi-Billion Dollar Threat. 

The 7th Circuit Court of Appeals in Chicago on December 13, 2004 handed down a decision that 

exposes Sprint, Qwest, Level 3, and Williams to more than $3 billion of liability in federal and 

state class actions that we are pursuing nationwide. The decision reversed a controversial 

nationwide class action settlement favored by the telecom companies, which we had opposed. 

More details can be found in an article in Telephony Online. 

**Dec 10. 04 Settles in More States 

. As a continuation of our nationwide settlement negotiations in the AT&T Fiber Optic Class 

Actions, the presiding federal judge has set final approval of settlements in Massachusetts and 

Michigan for January 14, 2005. Details are found at a href=http://att.fsiwebs.net/rrcorridors/> 

here. 

**Dec 1. 04 - Conrail Settles Class Action. 

The Circuit Court in Montgomery County, Indiana, has approved a class action settlement that 

will remove Conrail's claims on all of its abandoned railroad rights of way in Indiana. The 

Indiana Supreme Court earlier ruled in favor of our landowner clients in a landmark decision that 

established their ownership rights. A final fairness hearing is scheduled in Crawfordsville, 

Indiana on January 13, 2005.  

**8/28/04 The U.S. Supreme Court has agreed to has a Connecticut eminent 

domain (Condemnation) case where a city condemned homes to give the land to a 

developer 

The city of New London, CT., wanted to raise their tax base so they condemned homes and 

businesses and sold the land to developers to put higher tax use businesses on the property. 

When government condemns land it is supposed to be for a public use, not a private use. The 

case will be heard in the spring of 2005. To see the press release from the Institute of Justice 

click here 

**8/7/04 Here is an article about Union Pacific Railroad taking improper tax 

deductions for railroad rights of way going to trails 

from the New York Times. Click here 

**7/20/04 A New Property Value Study by the City of Portland, OR., that shows 

owning land near or next to a trail or park devalues your property 

http://www.northwoodswild.org/SnowmobileReport.pdf
http://www.prnewswire.com/cgi-bin/stories.pl?ACCT=104&STORY=/www/story/12-14-2004/0002631543&EDATE=
http://telephonyonline.com/microsites/newsarticle.asp?mode=print&newsarticleid=2736708&releaseid=&srid=11357&magazineid=7&siteid=3
http://att.fsiwebs.net/rrcorridors/
http://www.ij.org/
http://query.nytimes.com/search/article-printpage.html?res=9F0DE3DD103CF934A3575BC0A9629C8B63


Click here to read and download a copy of this study. The City of Portland, OR., paid for this 

study to see if their regulations and spending were worthwhile from a fiscal standpoint. Living 

next to a trail was worst than living next to a cemetery for devaluation of your property’s’ worth. 

Anyone living next to one of these trails already knew this fact, but it took a distinguished 

college professor to do an in-depth study to show how trails devalue property next to or near a 

trail (or cemetery). NARPO’s property value study (which is listed a little farther down this web 

page) from 1977 through 1998 showed the same result. You will need Adobe Reader to view this 

file. 

**10/22/04 Trail crimes this past week 

click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, and click here.  

**9/25/04 Trail crimes across America 

click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, and click here, 

**9/18/04 Ten days of trail crimes across America 

click here, click here, click here, click here, and click here. 

**9/8/04 A week of trail crimes across America 

click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, and click here. 

**8/26/04 A short week of trail crimes across America 

click here. click here. click here. click here. click here. and click here. 

**5/1/04The Michigan Supreme Court finally gets it right 

A property owner didn’t want her land taken by eminent domain (condemnation) so a private 

entity could use her land commercially so she sued to stop the condemnation. The Michigan 

Supreme Court ruled in her favor and threw out a 23 year old Michigan Supreme Court 

precedence decision. You can read this great decision at: click here.  

**4/10/04 Great News for abutting property owners in the Williamsburg, 

Mass.,area 

A Mass., court ruled that the property owners abutting a railroad right of way in Williamsburg 

were the rightful owners to the right of way. According to the news article below, this kills the 

proposed bike trail. See here 

**A study on the false economic assumptions of trails 

http://www.planning.ci.portland.or.us/pdf/rr/rr_reed_052803.pdf
http://www.bristolnews.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=TRI/MGArticle/TRI_BasicArticle&c=MGArticle&cid=1031778151853&path=Variables.path
http://www.nbc4.tv/news/3748100/detail.html
http://www.wjhl.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=TRI/MGArticle/TRI_BasicArticle&c=MGArticle&cid=1031778157805&path=Variables.path
http://www.dailyprogress.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=CDP%2FMGArticle%2FCDP_BasicArticle&c=MGArticle&cid=1031778158191&path=!news
http://www.14wfie.com/Global/story.asp?S=2341966&nav=3w6oRJo7
http://www.kfor.com/Global/story.asp?S=2272421
http://www.gateline.com/front/v-text/story/3400393p-3431042c.html
http://www.caledonianrecord.com/pages/local_news/story/fe7a07539
http://www.wtnh.com/Global/story.asp?S=2317500&nav=3YeXR3WG
http://www.nj.com/news/ledger/morris/index.ssf?/base/news-3/1093325542144970.xml
http://extrapadding.com/news/small050604.html
http://www.sfexaminer.com/article/index.cfm/i/092004n_pedway
http://www.nbc4.tv/news/3748100/detail.html
http://www.nbc10.com/news/3746619/detail.html
http://www.newsday.com/news/local/wire/ny-bc-ct--parkkillings0922sep22,0,2826321.story?coll=ny-ap-regional-wire
http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/article.asp?article=39998&paper=59&cat=104
http://www.whiotv.com/news/3728378/detail.html
http://www.cfra.com/headlines/index.asp?cat=1&nid=19513
http://www.kfor.com/Global/story.asp?S=2298186
http://somd.com/news/headlines/articles/1379.shtml
http://www.registerguard.com/news/2004/08/27/c2.cr.juvynabbed.0827.html
http://www2.townonline.com/westborough/localRegional/view.bg?articleid=76120
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=12842179&BRD=1713&PAG=461&dept_id=24491&rfi=6
http://www.rapidcityjournal.com/articles/2004/09/08/news/local/top/news01.txt
http://www.wmcstations.com/Global/story.asp?S=2269623
http://vancouver.cbc.ca/regional/servlet/View?filename=bc_sexassault20040907
http://www.philly.com/mld/dailynews/news/local/9605796.htm?1c
http://vancouver.cbc.ca/regional/servlet/View?filename=bc_body20040907
http://www.google.com/search?q=news+2004+park+trails+police&hl=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8&start=10&sa=N
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=12711811&BRD=2554&PAG=461&dept_id=507134&rfi=6
http://www.theomahachannel.com/news/3667779/detail.html
http://www.kesq.com/Global/story.asp?S=2203020
http://www.decaturdaily.com/decaturdaily/news/040804/refuge.shtml
http://www.kotv.com/main/home/stories.asp?whichpage=1&id=67582
http://courts.michigan.gov/supremecourt/Clerk/Opinions-03-04-Term/124070.pdf
http://www.heraldtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20040404/APN/404040837


Download here this study  

and show it to your local governments who are trying to push through a trail 

and justify the trail by its economics. This file is in .pdf format and  

Adobe Acrobat Reader is necessary to read the study. You can download a copy  

of Adobe Acrobat Reader here 

**A study done over a 20 year period on property values 

on adjacent homes and property to a rail trail found here  

This will be in Word 6.0 for Windows format. Read this and use it 

when you have to show elected officials how rails trails will affect 

your property values. For a color graph of this property value disparity  

on the Burke-Gilman Trail click here 

You will need Adobe Reader to read and download this chart. 

**3/10/04 Click on this URL to see that trails in Canada  

are just as bad on adjacent property owners as they are in the United States. Also note that the 

hidden agenda and political stalling by trail groups and local politicians have followed north 

across the border. click here 

**12/28/03 A current article about the state of the class action lawsuits 

against telecommunication companies with fiber optic lines in railroad rights of way. click here 

**10/6/03 An article on a settlement on a class action lawsuit. 

AT&T has settled with thousands of property owners owning land abutting railroads rights of 

way where AT&T and other communication companies have laid fiber optic cable in the rights 

of way. Abutting property owners can now apply for their share of the settlement. The contact 

number is in the article 

**9/28/03 This direct link is a compilation of articles and other links on how to 

solve the problem of trespassing by ATVs and snowmobiles. 

This link has quite a few sublinks. “solving the ATV Problem” is a good one to start with. 

**June 1, 2003, Two California property owners get $360,000 rails to trails 

settlement from Federal government 

The federal government paid $360,000 to two California property owners for a 600 foot piece of 

property taken by a rails to trails project. Pretty pricey trail at 600 dollars a foot; of course paid 

for by unknowing U.S. taxpayers. See the court results in the U.S. Court of Federal Claims web 

site-http://www.uscfc.uscourts.gov/. As of June 9, the two cases were not posted on the web site. 

http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/Economic_Benefits_Prairie_Spirit.pdf
http://www.adobe.com/
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/bg-study.doc
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/burkegilman.pdf
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/adjacent-landowners.doc
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/indystar.doc
http://www.indystar.com/print/articles/1/079775-1301-092.html
http://billstclair.com/ferran/


They are Case No. 00-508 L and No. 01-107 L. The Court of Claims’ phone number is: 202-219-

9657 

**May 27, 2003, Not a very pretty picture of a Detroit area trail. 

This articles shows the problems of trails to adjoining landowners. Click here 

**3/10/03 Great win for Mass., property owners 

The Mass., Supreme Court ruled that the railroad did not own fee title to the right of way, and the 

land belonged to the abutting property owners. For the text of the Court decision click here 

**2/19/03 Great federal court win for Pennsylvania property owners 

This is a rails to trails case. See court decision here 

**8/1/02 An article in the “American Lawyer” about the court wins by Nels 

Ackerson on Rails to Trails issues. Clickhere. 

**September 12, 2002-Medway, MA., property owners convince the city council 

to kill a proposed rail trail. See here 

CURRENT TRAIL CRIME ARTICLES 

The trail crime stories below are direct links to media outlets. After awhile, these 

links will not connect. For printed copies of these grisly stories on trail crimes, 

contact NARPO at the above address. 

8/17/04 The past weeks’ 14 trail crimes 

click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click 

here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, and click here, 

8/9/04 The past seven days of 19 trail crimes 

click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click 

here, and click here, 

8/2/04 The past six days internet search shows 19 trail crimes 

click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click 

here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, 

click here, click here, click here, click here, and click here. 

http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/detroit.doc
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/Mass-ROW-case.doc
http://www.ca3.uscourts.gov/opinarch/013946.pdf
http://www.law.com/jsp/article.jsp?id=1022862310259
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/MEDWAY.DOC
http://www.wtnh.com/Global/story.asp?S=2145908&nav=3YeXPdf2
http://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20040811/NEWS01/408110369/1002
http://www.tacomadailyindex.com/portals-code/list.cgi?paper=73&cat=23&id=279906&more=
http://cms.firehouse.com/content/article/article.jsp?sectionId=46&id=33346
http://wjz.com/localstories/local_story_225084728.html
http://www.thedailytimes.com/sited/story/html/170667
http://www.wowt.com/news/headlines/926592.html
http://www.wjla.com/news/stories/0804/166053.html
http://www.wjla.com/news/stories/0804/166053.html
http://www.wkyc.com/news/news_fullstory.asp?id=21209
http://www2.townonline.com/arlington/localRegional/view.bg?articleid=40025
http://www.google.com/search?q=news+2004+park+trails+police&hl=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8&start=10&sa=N
http://www.nps.gov/uspp/fassault.htm
http://www.enterprisenewspapers.com/index.cfm?Action=story&StoryID=200481211274081
http://www.kwqc.com/Global/story.asp?S=2175812
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=12585118&BRD=1718&PAG=461&dept_id=74409&rfi=6
http://www.thespectrum.com/news/stories/20040729/localnews/939416.html
http://www.rgj.com/news/stories/html/2004/07/20/76062.php?sp1=rgj&sp2=News&sp3=Local+News&sp5=RGJ.com&sp6=news&sp7=local_news
http://www.cfra.com/headlines/index.asp?cat=1&nid=17539
http://www.nbc30.com/news/3617012/detail.html
http://www.canada.com/ottawa/ottawacitizen/news/story.html?id=020f94cf-6c1d-43f1-8d94-0ab4813c4058
http://www.wishtv.com/Global/story.asp?S=2139529&nav=0Ra7PaMI
http://www.whnt19.com/Global/story.asp?S=2133482&nav=1VPuPXLx
http://www.whnt19.com/Global/story.asp?S=2133482&nav=1VPuPXLx
http://www.enterprisenewspapers.com/archive/2003/4/4/2003431664469.cfm
http://www.chronicle-tribune.com/news/stories/20040725/opinion/911818.html
http://www.firstcoastnews.com/news/local/news-article.aspx?storyid=20785
http://www.kaaltv.com/article/view/73588/
http://www.nynewsday.com/news/local/brooklyn/nyc-bike0727,0,1568365.story?coll=nyc-manheadlines-brooklyn
http://www.nynewsday.com/news/local/brooklyn/nyc-bike0727,0,1568365.story?coll=nyc-manheadlines-brooklyn
http://www.nbc13.com/news/3588664/detail.html
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/href=http:/www.vaildaily.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article%3fAID=/20040707/NEWS/107070014&rs=2
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/href=http:/www.nwitimes.com/articles/2004/07/08/news/lake_county/a76f6a41664fbe60862
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/href=http:/www.nwitimes.com/articles/2004/07/08/news/lake_county/a76f6a41664fbe60862
http://www.co.jefferson.co.us/ext/dpt/officials/da/press/firkus.htm
http://www.tennessean.com/local/archives/04/07/55129730.shtml?Element_ID=55129730
http://www.canoe.ca/NewsStand/LondonFreePress/News/2004/07/30/562464.html
http://www.nashvillecitypaper.com/index.cfm?section=9&screen=news&news_id=34509
http://www.turnto10.com/news/3593053/detail.html
http://www.ci.ventura.ca.us/depts/pd/PressReleases/072704-Robbery.shtm
http://www.eastbayri.com/story/281373407986308.php
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/News/St.+Louis+City+/+County/2506174900E5DE5486256EE200128FC3?OpenDocument&Headline=Man+is+charged+with+trying+to+kidnap+woman+at+park+in+county
http://www.dailyherald.com/search/main_story.asp?intID=3819833
http://www.nbc4columbus.com/news/3547809/detail.html?subid=10101341
http://www.canoe.ca/NewsStand/OttawaSun/News/2004/07/24/554857.html
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/5408048/


7/26/04 In six days 20 twenty trail crime reported on America’s bike trails. 

click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click 

here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, 

click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, and click here, 

7/20/04 A rather active 10 days of crime on America’s bike trails. 

click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click 

here, click here, click here, and click here, 

NOT SO LATEST NEWS ON RAIL TRAILS 

Judicary Committee Testimony on Rails to Trails Takings Cost 

the U.S. House Judicary Committee heard testimony on the cost to the federal  

government of rails to trails taking cases. The two following links are in Rich 

Text Format (rtf) so  

either MS Word or Word Perfect can read them. The pro rails to trails crowd's 

testimoney is  

omitted as it might upset your stomach. Click here 

and here 

CLASS ACTION LAWSUIT FILED AGAINST DOMINION AND VEPCO TO 

RECOVER FOR PROPERTY TAKEN WITHOUT COMPENSATION 

Richmond,Virginia, June 20, 2002- Landowners filed a class action lawsuit against  

Dominion Telecom and Virginia Electric & Power Company today in  

the United States District Court in Richmond, Virginia. Contact Nels Ackerson 

at 202-833-8833 for further information. 

FEDS TAKE PROPERTY FOR A TRAIL; TAKE TAXPAYERS FOR A RIDE 

FOR A 1,200 FOOT BIKE TRAIL THAT IS 8 FEET WIDE; TOTAL COST TO 

TAXPAYERS $1.5 MILLION 

Click here for the court decision 

The following is courtesy of Mountain States Legal Foundation of Denver, CO.  

On May 22, 2002, the U.S.Court of Federal Claims ordered 

the United States to pay J. Paul and Patricia Preseault of 

Burlington, Vermont for the unconstitutional taking of 

their property, that is, without paying for it. The United 

States was ordered to pay: $234,000, plus interest from the 

http://www.chronicle-tribune.com/news/stories/20040719/localnews/872929.html
http://www.theithacajournal.com/news/stories/20040719/localnews/871673.html
http://www.pressdemocrat.com/local/news/20shootfolo_b2b02_obitstreetb.html
http://www.wcax.com/Global/story.asp?S=2060118&nav=4QcSOx4S
http://www.eastbayri.com/story/283817515438479.php
http://www.wowt.com/news/headlines/881226.html
http://www.harktheherald.com/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=29140&mode=thread&order=0&thold=0
http://www.gmtoday.com/news/local_stories/2004/July_04/07162004_01.asp
http://www.gmtoday.com/news/local_stories/2004/July_04/07162004_01.asp
http://www.4utah.com/local_news/local_headlines/story.aspx?content_id=02053BF5-135B-4490-BA45-B5F5D8B22A5A
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0723hikershooting23.html
http://www.timesleader.com/mld/timesleader/9219513.htm
http://www.gwinnettdailyonline.com/GDP/archive/article2003F282DB354065BAC8D210EDEADE78.asp
http://www.kwwl.com/Global/story.asp?S=2078432
http://www.whiotv.com/news/3569258/detail.html
http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/article.asp?article=38227&paper=69&cat=104
http://www.kxan.com/Global/story.asp?S=2041595&nav=0s3dOo6d
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/2634295/detail.html
http://www.dailycamera.com/bdc/city_news/article/0,1713,BDC_2422_2989801,00.html
http://www.kingcountyjournal.com/sited/story/html/168998
http://www.kxan.com/Global/story.asp?S=2066935&nav=0s3dP0Wy
http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0724pvbicyclists24.html
http://www.whiotv.com/news/3520200/detail.html
http://www.ohioccw.org/article2221.html
http://www.thechamplainchannel.com/news/3532136/detail.html
http://www.sltrib.com/utah/ci_2371485
http://www.adn.com/alaska/story/5219604p-5153329c.html
http://www.theunionleader.com/articles_showfast.html?article=39930
http://ljworld.com/section/crime_fire/story/172459
http://www.sacbee.com/content/news/story/9671320p-10594490c.html
http://www.sacbee.com/content/news/story/9671320p-10594490c.html
http://www.goletavalleyvoice.com/cgi-bin/county/readarticle.cgi?article=719
http://tv.ksl.com/index.php?nid=39&sid=106969
http://www.gwinnettdailyonline.com/GDP/archive/article8586F54CAF054C5BB14FD30EF4660182.asp
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/NELS-TES.RTF
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/SANA-TES.RTF
http://www.uscfc.uscourts.gov/Opinions/Miller/02/MILLER.Preseault.feesodr.pdf


February 5, 1986 date of the taking, for a total of 

$551,931.30; and $894,855.60 in attorneys' fees. The United 

States will be writing a check for $1,446,786.90!  

The United States will be writing that check because, in 

1983, Congress amended the National Trails Act, by enacting 

the Rails to Trails Act, which prevents railroad easements 

that cross private property from reverting to the landowners 

after railroads abandon rail service. Thus, the owners are 

denied the reversionary rights to which they are entitled 

by: their deeds, the contract into which they or their 

predecessors entered with the railroad, and state law.  

Instead, if the easements are sought for trail use, the 

United States instructs the railroads that they may abandon 

rail service only if they transfer the easement for that purpose.  

6/6/2002 Rail trail collapsed from flooding  

Contaminants from rail bed pollutes private property. Click here for media 

article.  

1/ 23/2002-Indiana Property Owners Win $7 Million from CSX Railroad 

After seven years of court battles, the Indiana property owners finally 

won their suit against CSX Railroad. CSX had tried to sell the right of 

ways in Indiana for communication uses and not pay the abutting property  

owners who actually owned the land the rights of way were on. See the attached 

link for the press release from the lead attorney for the property owners-click 

here 

Kansas Tax Appeals Board Rules Against Rails to Trails Tax Exemption 

January 10, 2002-A non-profit rail trail group, which never had a nickel to 

their name, tried to get the Kansas Tax Board to give them an exemption from 

state property taxes. The Tax Board saw through their ruse and 

denied them the tax exemption. The rail trail group now has to pay their 

taxes or it is the end of their rail trail. Nobody will probably miss it 

anyway as hardly anyone used it. 

THE RIGHT WAY TO CURE RIGHT-OF-WAY WRONGS 

An article by Nels Ackerson recently published in The Telecom Real Estate 

Advisor here Included is a complete list of all the class action lawsuits 

in the United States on rail trail issues. In Adobe Acrobat (.pdf) format  

http://www.spokesmanreview.com/pf.asp?date=060802&ID=s1162111
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/csxsettlement.doc
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/csxsettlement.doc
http://www.ackersonlaw.com/


Major Property Settlement with Railroad on Fiber Optic Cable Issue 

August 29, 2001. Attorneys for property owners abutting Norfolk Southern 

Railroad  

rights of way in 15 midwestern states forged a settlement with Norfolk Southern 

where  

more than 50,000 property owners will receive millions of dollars plus a 

shareholder  

interest in a new corporation. The corporation, Class Corridor, LLC., will 

manage the  

fiber optic easements on the property owners rights of way and split the profits 

with the  

property owners. This is a very unique settlement the way it is structured. If you 

want  

further information on the settlement, contact the attorney for the property 

owners,  

Nels Ackerson at 202-833-8833. See the press release in MS Word format at here  

Here is a great new web site on property rights 

click here 

Carmel, Indiana property owners win an injunction against MCI/WorldCom to 

stop work on a fiber optic project through their property.  

On June 28, 2001, MCI/WorldCom was told to stop work because they  

were knowingly trespassing on land they did not own or have a right to  

be on. . See the attorney's press release in MS Word format at here. See another 

press release on this case at here. 

After 15 years, Paul and Patricia Preseault finally got a compensation award 

from the Federal Claims Court on their rails to trails taking. 

Tuesday, May 22, 2001, the Preseaults were awarded $234,000 plus attorney fees 

Of 1.3 million for 15 years, interest on the $234,000 for 15 years,  

expert witness fees, and other costs. See the Press Release below in MS Word 

click here. 

In a Spokane,Washington Spokesman Review article about trail crime 

the police recommend you not walk alone. Sounds like a great place to recreate.  

http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/PRESS2.DOC
http://prfamerica.org/
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/ACKERSO3.DOC
http://www.ackersonlaw.com/
http://www.ackersonlaw.com/


Massachusetts YMCA does not want a rail trail next to it because of the 

problems caused by these  

trails. 

How to search for deeds to railroad rights-of-way 

The National Archives located in College Park, Maryland has all the original 

railroad right-of-way identification maps the railroads were required to file in 

1913. These maps, sometimes called Plat or Evaluation maps, show how  

every railroad in America acquired their rights-of-way. The maps list who 

the railroads acquired the land from, the type of conveyance of the 

deed, and where the deed copy is stored in county records across the country. 

The National Archive's phone number is: 301-713-7250. The maps are 

stored in Record Group 134 in the civil reference branch. Mr. Dave  

Pfieffer and Joe Schwatz are the most knowledgeable about the maps  

although age and retirement may have caught up to these gentlemen.  

The maps are five feet by three feet and usually cover one or more  

sections of land. You will need to know what railroad was using the land 

in 1913 and what section township and range your property is located. There are 

thousands of maps in the National Archive's possession. There is an index of 

the maps which narrows down the search so it only takes a few minutes to find 

the correct map. The College Park campus can be reached from the Washington, 

DC., office via a bus from the DC National Archives office. Security is very 

tight at the College Park campus so be prepared to be fingerprinted. 

A great letter to the editor about a bad rail trail 

Click here 

A big reversionary rights win for property owners in Alabama 

The Alabama Supreme Court on January 10, 2001, ruled an Alabama rails 

to trails statute would not work in Alabama because it took property 

(reversionary rights) without compensation. 

The case is Chatham v. Blount County CV-97-208, will be  

published shortly in the 3rd Federal Reporter.  

Three years of persistence for property owners helped to defeat a trail in Kansas 

http://www.s-t.com/daily/03-01/03-31-01/a08op041.htm
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/tracy.doc


Residents of Lindborg, Kansas convinced their city council not to apply for 

funding for a rail trail. The residents worked three years to get the city council  

to not go along with the trail. This is a good example of persistent political action.  

Great web site by Nels Ackerson's law firm; lots of articles 

and law cases about rails to trail and fiber optic land use issues. 

click here 

A trail in Idaho is granted a class action status in a suit for compensation 

against the federal government for a rails to trails taking here 

Over $5.1 million of our federal gas tax to rebuild a broken down depot 

Click here for an article about $5.1 million  

federal gas tax going to rehab an old railroad depot. Click on on the left side bar. 

Then arrow down to links. Then arrow down to Vol. 3 No. 1. The article is on 

page 1. You will need Adobe Reader to read this file. 

How an Ohio property owner group got title to their land. 

and see how persistence against a strong government rail to trails takings project 

can be defeated. 

Law Review article on rails to trails counter arguments 

This is a very good law review article and can be seen by here  

Click on “Past Issues”, then click on Volume VIII Number III-Spring 1999 

The official citation is: Emily Drumm, Addressing the Flaws of the  

Rails-to-Trails Act, 8 KAN. J.L.PUB.POL'Y 158 (1999).  

The publication is available in most law school libraries and on WestLaw and 

Lexis.  

A story on how road money is diverted for trails 

For a copy of the Government Accounting Office (GAO) report  

on Rails To Trails click here 

An article by trail proponent attorney> 

where it shows there really are reversionary owners to railroad rights of way. 

click here. 

http://www.ackersonlaw.com/
http://www.ackersonlaw.com/hash-order.PDF
http://www.enhancements.org/
http://www.cppr.net/
http://www.law.ukans.edu/jrnl/index.htm
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/gaz.htm


PRO TRAIL ARGUMENTS 

 

Click here, then look around this site.It is nice to know how the rail trail 

proponents bend the truth so you can counter their arguments.  

An article from the Traverse City Michigan Record-Eagle 

 

about toxic waste contamination on trails in Michigan and other places click here 

for the article. 

An article from the Wichita Eagle about how the trails crowd 

is helping eliminate existing rail lines, click here 

An article on how the rails to trails scam works on taxpayers dollars Click here 

TRAIL CRIME STATISTICS 

The following media articles may have a dormant URL attached, but all the 

articles are available from NARPO in their Crime Article Booklet. 

7/10/04 A grisly two weeks of mayhem on America’s bike trails. 

click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click 

here, click here, click here, and click here,  

6/26/04 a slow two weeks on trail crime. 

click here, click here, click here, click here, and click here, 

6/10/04 Crimes on trails from the week of May 25 to June10. 

click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click 

here, click here, click here, click here, click(parents will love to see their kids see 

this one) here, and click here. 

5/22/04 Crimes along trails for the week of May 15. 

click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, and click here, 

http://www.railstrails.org/
http://www.record-eagle.com/1999/jun/15trails.htm
http://www.record-eagle.com/1999/jun/15trails.htm
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/eagle.doc
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/scam.doc
http://www.sourcenewspapers.com/articles/2004/06/25/news/news8.txt
http://www.twincities.com/mld/twincities/news/local/8979916.htm?1c
http://www.wcfcourier.com/articles/2004/06/30/news/breaking_news/a7d480d78166ac2386256ec30039c498.txt
http://www.gmtoday.com/news/local_stories/2004/July_04/07022004_02.asp
http://www.nbc4.com/news/3487450/detail.html
http://www.wtopnews.com/index.php?nid=25&sid=210250
http://www.oregonlive.com/news/oregonian/index.ssf?/base/news/1087905304262360.xml
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0701montini01.html
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0701montini01.html
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/news/archive/local_16750255.shtml
http://www.coloradoan.com/news/stories/20040709/news/811187.html
http://www.themonroetimes.com/o0710ske.htm
http://www.capitalnews9.com/content/headlines/?ArID=80361&SecID=33
http://www.coloradodaily.com/articles/2004/06/25/news/news07.txt
http://www.herald-sun.com/durham/4-495102.html
http://www.nbc17.com/news/3474058/detail.html
http://www.thelouisvillechannel.com/news/3450768/detail.html
http://www.townonline.com/somerville/news/local_regional/sj_brisjcopb05132004.htm
http://www.wtopnews.com/index.php?nid=25&sid=210250
http://www.whiotv.com/news/3402090/detail.html
http://www.thelouisvillechannel.com/news/3404932/detail.html
http://www.clickondetroit.com/news/3396744/detail.html
http://www.wibw.com/home/headlines/820272.html
http://members.aol.com/lombardian/news0421d.html
http://www.sacbee.com/content/news/story/9600124p-10523586c.html
http://www.sacbee.com/content/news/story/9600124p-10523586c.html
http://independent.gmnews.com/news/2004/0609/Front_Page/037.html
http://www.indystar.com/articles/4/151386-3184-009.html
http://www.modbee.com/local/story/8619590p-9490629c.html
http://www.worldnakedbikeride.org/seattle/
http://www.worldnakedbikeride.org/seattle/
http://thedaily.washington.edu/news.lasso?-database=DailyWebSQL&-table=Articles&-response=newspage.lasso&-keyField=__Record_ID__&-keyValue=9511&-search
http://www.vaildaily.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20040502/NEWS/105020016
http://www.dailyherald.com/search/main_story.asp?intid=38119346
http://www.modbee.com/local/story/8564252p-9421120c.html
http://www.nbc4.com/news/3299793/detail.html
http://www.montereyherald.com/mld/montereyherald/news/local/8647588.htm
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0514arsonist14.html


5/10/04 More railtrail crimes for the week 

click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, and here, 

5/3/04 12 more rail trail crimes for the week 

click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click 

here, click here, click here, click here, click here, and click here, 

4/19/04 More of the ever increasing trail murders and violent crime 

click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click 

here, and here,  

4/10/04 The weekly crime scene on trails 

click here, href= click here, click here, click here, click here, click here, click 

here, click here, click here, click here, and here,  

4/1/04 A few weeks crime scene on trails 

click here, click here, click here, here and here 

3/20/04 Some current rail trail crime stories 

click here, click here, and click here  

12/9/03 Some trail vandalism and crime stories from the past few weeks. 

click here, here, here, here, here, here, here, and here 

11/14/03 Below are some trail horror stories culled from the last few weeks 

media. 

click here. here. here. here. here. here. here. click here. and here. 

10/14/03 A weekly trail of crime on rails trails  

here, here, here, here, here, here, here, and here 

10/6/03 Some links to the weekly collection of gruesome trail crimes; 

click here, here, here, here, here, here, and here. 

http://www.columbian.com/05012004/clark_co/140367.html
http://www.nbc-2.com/articles/readarticle.asp?articleid=661&z=3
http://www.journalnow.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=WSJ%2FMGArticle%2FWSJ_BasicArticle&c=MGArticle&cid=1031775321699&path=!localnews&s=1037645509099
http://www.timesleader.com/mld/timesleader/8553553.htm
http://www.modbee.com/local/story/8543819p-9394298c.html
http://www.wtrf.com/home/headlines/756897.html
http://www.modbee.com/local/story/8461436p-9297151c.html
http://rockymountainnews.com/drmn/local/article/0,1299,DRMN_15_2828009,00.html
http://www.thewbalchannel.com/news/3036333/detail.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/bctimes/index.ssf?/base/news-3/1082648763231510.xml
http://www.theksbwchannel.com/news/3247325/detail.html
http://www.theksbwchannel.com/news/3027044/detail.html
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/3248118/detail.html
http://www.denverpost.com/Stories/0,1413,36~53~2114885,00.html
http://www.denverpost.com/Stories/0,1413,36~53~2114885,00.html
http://www.timesleader.com/mld/timesleader/8553553.htm
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=11418351&BRD=1091&PAG=461&dept_id=425419&rfi
http://www.arlingtonconnection.com/article.asp?archive=true&article=19574&paper=60&cat=104
http://www.kypost.com/2004/04/27/range042704.html
http://www.wlox.com/Global/story.asp?S=1544556
http://www.thetimesonline.com/articles/2004/04/13/news/local_illinois/8011a52a40cd11f886256e740080473f.txt
http://www.dailysouthtown.com/southtown/yrtwn/seast/142seyt5.htm
http://www.starcourier.com/articles/2004/04/14/regional/rgnl1.txt
http://www.theksbwchannel.com/news/2961964/detail.html
http://www.thekansascitychannel.com/news/3011889/detail.html
http://www.thestarpress.com/articles/3/016725-4383-004.html
http://www.denverpost.com/Stories/0,1413,36~53~2091548,00.html
http://www.kshb.com/kshb/home/article/0,1925,KSHB_9410_2813797,00.html
http://www.kshb.com/kshb/home/article/0,1925,KSHB_9410_2813797,00.html
http://www.berkeleydailyplanet.com/text/article.cfm?issue=12-12-03&storyID=17920
http://www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/news/local/8327991.htm
http://ottawa.cbc.ca/regional/servlet/View?filename=ot_woodtip20040402
http://www.news-miner.com/Stories/0,1413,113~7244~2055743,00.html
http://www.kltv.com/Global/story.asp?S=1706794&nav=1TjBLTzl
http://www.abqjournal.com/north/opinion/158316northoped03-24-04.htm
http://www.thekansascitychannel.com/news/2984504/detail.html
http://www.shorelinebeacon.com/story.php?id=96453
http://www.shorelinebeacon.com/story.php?id=96453
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?BRD=1399&dept_id=173067&newsid=11247397&PAG=461&rfi=9
http://www.kpho.com/Global/story.asp?S=1773613&nav=23KuMAVF
http://cbs5.com/news/local/2004/04/09/Suspect_Gropes_Woman_on_Mountain_View_Trail.html
http://deseretnews.com/dn/view/0,1249,595051389,00.html
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?BRD=1994&dept_id=226369&newsid=11103790&PAG=461&rfi=9
http://www.nbc4.com/news/2934623/detail.html
http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/article.asp?article=32445&paper=62&cat=104
http://deseretnews.com/dn/view/0,1249,595051389,00.html
http://www.yorkdispatch.com/Stories/0,1413,138~10023~2049230,00.html
http://www.cdapress.com/articles/2004/03/18/news/news02.prt
http://www.gazette.net/200411/montgomerycty/updates/205682-1.html
http://www.pressdemocrat.com/local/news/07park_b1empireb.html
http://sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2003/11/14/BAG5U3217L1.DTL
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2001803527_dige29m.htm
http://www.sunherald.com/mld/sunherald/news/local/7378463.htm
http://rockymountainnews.com/drmn/local/article/0,1299,DRMN_15_2468448,00.html
http://www.post-trib.com/cgi-bin/pto-story/news/z1/12-09-03_z1_news_15.html
http://texascitysun.com/story.lasso?wcd=4301
http://www.myinky.com/ecp/news/article/0,1626,ECP_734_2484703,00.html
http://www.herald.ns.ca/stories/2003/12/01/f175.raw.html
http://www.wsoctv.com/news/2587485/detail.html
http://www.wsoctv.com/news/2587485/detail.html
http://www.nbc10.com/news/2587418/detail.html
http://www.bayarea.com/mld/mercurynews/news/local/4348099.htm
http://www.wpri.com/Global/story.asp?S=1495573&nav=F1KyIiDY
http://www.bayarea.com/mld/mercurynews/news/7094692.htm
http://www.indystar.com/articles/9/085684-7459-009.html
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=10327987&BRD=2248&PAG=461&dept_id=451438&rfi=6
http://www.bayarea.com/mld/mercurynews/news/7038903.htm
http://www.sptimes.com/2003/09/11/Citrus/Man_accused_in_assaul.shtml
http://www.pressdemo.com/local/news/29attacks.html
http://www.buffalochips.net/Safety%20Issues/safety_notices.htm
http://www.almanacnews.com/morgue/2003/2003_08_06.groper.html
http://www.police.nashville.org/news/media/2003/may/05192003.htm
http://www.herald.ns.ca/stories/2003/09/23/fMetro102.raw.html
http://www.mercedsun-star.com/news/newsview.asp?c=77496
http://www.wishtv.com/Global/story.asp?s=%20%201328361
http://www.lumberjackonline.com/vnews/display.v/ART/2003/10/01/3f7bd41bea76b
http://www.lumberjackonline.com/vnews/display.v/ART/2003/10/01/3f7bd41bea76b
http://www.wthr.com/Global/story.asp?S=1465798
http://www.katu.com/news/story.asp?ID=61225
http://www.katu.com/news/story.asp?ID=61225
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=10208053&BRD=1714&PAG=461&dept_id=73829&rfi=6
http://www.thewgalchannel.com/news/2526849/detail.html


May 10, 2003 Five crime stories on rail trail in last 10 days. 

These five stories are in MS Word. See here and here and here and here and here 

and here. or try this URL if the last file won’t load on MS Word 

http://www.thetimesonline.com/articles/2003/05/01/news/porter_county/ab7c3283

1ab01af186256d19001615a7.prt 

4/15/03Another non-injury but serious, senseless crime 

on a rail trail in Mass. Click here. 

September 6, 2002 China bans bikes from major cities. See here 

Another senseless, heinous crime on a bike trail. 

Two nuns were attacked and one was killed by a transient going through the 

area.  

You can see the article here or at: here.  

9/19/03 After reading this trail crime article, why would you ever want your kid 

to be near a trail. 

click here. Trails seem like a natural place for perverts to congregate. Check out 

this trail crime and see how police seem to think trail crimes are low priority. 

Women are easy prey for the rapists on bike trails as this article will show. 

9/9/03 Selected rail trail crimes for the week 

click here and here and here 

8/30/03 Selected rail trail crimes for the week 

click here and here and here and here and here and here and here and here.  

8/24/03 The latest on why not to use trails 

and reasons not to have trails in your neighborhood. Click here and here and 

here and here and here and here and here and here and here 

8/17/03 More trail crimes 

As more trails are built, us citizens have less chance to be safe. Click here and 

here and here and here.  

http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/dupage.doc
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/santa-ana.doc
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/old-dominion.doc
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/Arlington-va.doc
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/Austin-tx.doc
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/Austin-tx.doc
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/indiana.doc
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/masscrime.doc
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/china.doc
http://www.katu.com/news/story.asp?ID=49860
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/klamath.txt
http://www.post-gazette.com/printer.asp
http://www.wisinfo.com/journal/spjlocal/278951087779991.shtml
http://www.denverpost.com/Stories/0,1413,36~53~1639155,00.html
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/ava-missouri.doc
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/09/03/nyregion/03PARK.html?ex=1063166400&en=ac06f6ebceb13b0e&ei=5062&partner=GOOGLE
http://www.rgj.com/news/stories/html/2003/09/02/50756.php?sp1=rgj&sp2=News&sp3=Local+News
http://www.greenbaynewschron.com/page.html?article=121634
http://www.harktheherald.com/article.php?sid=93560&mode=thread&order=0
http://www.theolympian.com/home/news/20030830/frontpage/87686.shtml
http://www.washingtonrunhers.org/safetyalert.htm
http://www.komotv.com/news/mnewsaction.asp?ID=26083
http://www.enterprisenewspapers.com/archive/2003/7/4/200372165031.cfm
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/Arlington-trail-crime.doc
http://www.theolympian.com/home/news/20030829/frontpage/86993.shtml
http://www.timesheraldonline.com/articles/2003/08/15/news/news06.txt
http://www.ljworld.com/section/citynews/story/136403
http://www.goletavalleyvoice.com/cgi-bin/county/readarticle.cgi?article=542
http://www.californiaaggie.com/_articles/7506.taf
http://www.news-miner.com/Stories/0,1413,113~26794~1585924,00.html
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/trailcrime2.doc
http://www.wacotrib.com/news/newsfd/auto/feed/news/2003/08/20/1061355585.00100.3636.1769.html
http://www.suburbanchicagonews.com/sunpub/wheaton/news/gwarrest815.htm
http://www.newsday.com/news/local/longisland/ny-liarrest0815,0,3214952.story?coll=ny-linews-headlines
http://abclocal.go.com/wabc/news/WABC_081403_sexualpredator.html
http://www.wsoctv.com/news/2397498/detail.html
http://www.thisweek-online.com/2003/August/15farmattack.html
http://www.wisinfo.com/thereporter/news/archive/local_11759361.shtml


8/12/03 Stories about another murderous week on our nations’ rail trails 

click here and here and here 

8/2/2003—Just a few of the trail murders, rapes, gropes, exposures, etc., for the 

week. Aren’t trails great!!! 

here, here, here, here, here, here, here, here, here, here, here, here, here, here, 

here 

7/22/2003—This 6/30/03 article is the fourth crime report on this trail in a short 

period of time. 

But the local Anchorage, Alaska police still think it is safe to use the trail. I 

wonder how many rapes and assaults it take to warrant a safety concern? See the 

article here 

7/19/2003—The latest in bike trail rampage 

click here and here and here  

7/13/2003 Another week of trail mayhem 

See here and here and here and here  

7/1/03/2003 Bike trails are sure dangerous and deadly. 

See this weeks’ crimes here and here and here. 

6/28/2003 Another child molester on a Kansas trail, see article here 

6/18/2003 The below 8 hot links are articles in the past week about murders, 

rapes and thefts on rail trails throughout the county. 

Seems to be typical of trails in general. See below here here here here here here 

here here 

Another female assaulted on rail trail in Bloomington, Indiana, see article here 

9/16/2002-PedNet: Trail Attack Reward Notice here 

9/16/2002-Vandals strike Yough River Trail's Dickerson Run area here 

http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/News/92C7EF77361C7F5D86256D7C00190F8D?OpenDocument&Headline=No+leads+are+reported+in+teen's+killing
http://www.dailyherald.com/news_story.asp?intid=37841137
http://www.nypost.com/news/regionalnews/1052.htm
http://www.philly.com/mld/inquirer/news/local/6387452.htm
http://www.philly.com/mld/dailynews/news/local/6388920.htm
http://www.local6.com/news/2323736/detail.html
http://www.koin.com/webnews/20033/20030725_kikupark.shtml
http://home.hamptonroads.com/stories/story.cfm?story=56271&ran=187466
http://www.swcbulletin.com/main.asp?SectionID=3&ArticleID=3866&SubSectionID=83
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/news/local_regional/marl_chaves07302003.htm
http://www.lsj.com/news/local/021026_copbeat_3b.html
http://216.239.37.104/search?q=cache:SCXiUsWMXQ8J:thekansascitychannel.com/news/2294154/detail.html+2003++bike+trail++man++police&hl=en&ie=UTF-8
http://www.thekansascitychannel.com/news/2294154/detail.html
http://www.krnv.com/global/story.asp?s=1385375&ClientType=Printable
http://www.peninsulaclarion.com/stories/070103/ala_070103ala003001.shtm
http://www.cambridge-reporter.com/news/news_03071593951.html
http://beta.kpix.com/news/local/2003/04/23/12-Year-Old_Boy_Charged_with_Richmond_Rape.html
http://www.abcactionnews.com/stories/2003/05/030521body.shtml
http://www.msnbc.com/local/KTUU/M307751.asp
http://www.gateline.com/front/story/3400393p-3431042c.html
http://www.ci.eugene.or.us/articles/1190.asp
http://www.mi-reporter.com/sited/story/html/136309
http://abclocal.go.com/wpvi/news/071703_nw_missingwoman-bodyfound.html
http://www.komotv.com/stories/26083.htm
http://www.wesh.com/news/2326188/detail.html
http://www.flyergroup.com/cgi-bin/LiveIQue.acgi$rec=7425?hc_story
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/135134048_glance01e.html
http://www.philly.com/mld/dailynews/news/local/6208070.htm
http://www.ktva.com/cda/article/print/0,1674,163%257E6884%257E1487082,00.html
http://www.thekansascitychannel.com/news/2294154/detail.html
http://www.wthr.com/Global/story.asp?S=1325230
http://www.9news.com/storyfull-newsroom.asp?id=15616
http://www.twincities.com/mld/pioneerpress/6128285.htm?template=contentModules/printstory.jsp
http://www.wishtv.com/Global/story.asp?S=1328361&nav=0Ra7GTP0
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=8426023&BRD=1091&PAG=461&dept_id=425410&rfi=6
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/archive/2003/June/19/local/stories/09local.htm
http://www.nbc10.com/news/2235542/detail.html
http://www.wftv.com/news/2283726/detail.htm
http://www.hoosiertimes.com/stories/2002/11/13/news.021113_HT_A2_MCW24450.sto?PREVURI=%2Fstories%2F2002%2F11%2F13%2Findex
http://www.pednet.org/newsrewardnotice.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/valleyindependent/s_90143.html


6/16/2002- 

KATY Trail Assault 

See KMIZ.com archives for this 6/16/02 story.  

4/16/2002 Another attempted rape on the Spokane, Washington trail click here 

An April 2002 report on rail trail crime in Boise, Idaho here 

This is an e-mail NARPO got on Feb. 20, 2002 about many trails incidents between trail 

users and landowners. Click here 

Here is a series of articles from the Minneapolis Star Tribune, Feb., 24 and 25, about the 

problems on trails with ATVs. here 

A recent bike trail crime incident, Dec. 11,2001, in Arlington, Mass., with one 

very lucky lady coming through it unscathed 

See the here 

Police Seek Leads in Assault of Teen on Interurban Trail 

From the August 29, 2001 Seattle Times 

Mountlake Terrace, Washington-August 29, 2001. (a north suburb of Seattle) 

Police are looking for leads in the sexual assault of a 13-year-old Edmonds girl 

who was attacked Saturday while walking on the  

Interurban Trail (old railroad right of way. Authorities 

have not ruled out the possibility that the attacker was the same 

man who raped a woman in roughly the same spot several weeks ago.  

Police said the girl in Saturday's attack was walking south on the trail  

when a man came up behind her and clasped a hand over her mouth.  

He dragged her into the woods and started to put his hand in her pants  

but then she said she was not the person, she told police, and he ordered her to 

run. 

The 31-year-old woman in the earlier attack was grabbed around midnight. 

Hours later, the police arrested a man who matched her description of the attacker.  

He is now out on bail and has not yet been charged 

Subject: Letter to the editor-Indianapolis Star 

http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/gegcrime.doc
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/boisecrime.doc
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/atv.doc
http://www.startribune.com/stOnLine/cgi-bin/srchlist.cgi?words=ATV&searchIn=all&pubDate=all&orderBy=date&perPage=10
http://arlingtonma.virtualtownhall.net/Public_Documents/ArlingtonMA_PoliceFire/%23538610


Police seek suspects of 4 Carmel burglaries  

Dear editor,  

Let the Monon burglaries begin! Upon checking the addresses of the 4 recent 

Carmel burglaries, I discovered that all 4 businesses are near the Monon 

Trail. News reports of freshman soccer coach Richard Doucette's sexual 

conduct with a 15-year-old boy neglected to say that the incident occurred 

in a plaza along the trail. The trail is a magnet for all kinds of activity,  

healthy or not. My neighbors predicted that crime would increase along the 

Monon and it has.  

Tom Harleman 

11080 Willowmere Dr.  

Indianapolis, IN 46280 

317-844-2884 Home 

317-843-9122 Home Office 

 

this week on the Monon Trail Channel 6 News wonders, we wonder,  

how much crime goes on around the Monon. The Indianapolis Police  

Department gave us some numbers. Now, since no one keeps exact  

numbers about crimes committed on the Monon Trail, the 

closest they could give us is crimes committed within a quarter mile of the 

trail. And here's what we found out. Police tell us that during the first five 

months of this year, first five months, between Fall Creek and 6800 North, 

there was a lot of crime around that popular trail. Police count 143 cases of 

what they consider property theft, 120 assaults, 57 burglaries, 46 stolen cars, 

18 robberies, 4 rapes, and 2 homicides. 

Another recent trail crime link. here 

Another violent crime on a rail trail. Click on this URL for the 

Spokane, Washington Spokesman Review article about the crime. The police 

recommend you not walk alone. Sounds like a great place to recreate. here 

This article shows a Massachusetts YMCA does not want a rail trail next  

to it because of the problems caused by these trails. here 

Another senseless crime on a bike trail around Seattle, Washington 

Would this stabber have done this on a city street? No way; too many people 

around. Trails are a magnet for the criminal and pervert element. 

Trail crime in Indianapolis on the Monon Trail click here This media article is in 

MS Word format. 

http://personal.riverusers.com/~jpratt/Clipping1.html
http://www.msnbc.com/local/KHQ/M27938.asp
http://www.s-t.com/daily/03-01/03-31-01/a08op041.htm


News story about crime on a Spokane, Washington trail click here. This media 

article is in MS Word format  

Two news stories about a killing in Seattle next to the Burke-Gilman Trail 

Where the police are searching the trail for the killer—Seattle Times 11/04/99 

Another murder on a trail 

A murder on the Centennial Trail east of Spokane, Washington on April 28, 2000  

An article from the Traverse City Michigan Record-Eagle about toxic waste 

contamination on trails in Michigan and other places. 

click here 

CLASS ACTION LAWSUIT INFORMATION 

U.S. Court Of Federal Claims Rules Compensation Due Abutting Property 

Owners 

here 

Nationwide class action lawsuit on Rails To Trails compensation for landowners click here 

for a news article about 

the latest class action lawsuit for compensation against the United 

States for rails-to-trails projects. This class action lawsuit is for 

all landowners in the United States who have compensation claims for the 

taking of reversionary rights in rails-to-trails projects. Because this 

class action lawsuit was filed in Federal District Court, all claims 

against the government have to be for $10,000 or less. If you have had 

reversionary rights taken which you believe amount to more than a 

$10,000 claim, then you will have to file a separate claim in the U. S. 

Court of Federal Claims in Washington, D.C., for your just compensation. 

GREAT NEWS FOR PROPERTY OWNERS NATIONWIDE 

On May 12, 1999, AT&T has settled a class action lawsuit by Indiana  

property owners. Depending on the number of miles of abandoned railroad  

right of way AT&T has laid their fiber optic lines in Indiana, will determine 

the final cost figure to AT&T, but the final numbers will be in the many  

millions of dollars to the property owners. AT&T was sued because they had laid 

their fiber optic cables in railroad rights of way; these rights of way belonged to  

http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/spokane.doc
http://www.record-eagle.com/1999/jun/15trails.htm
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/kan-set.doc
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/kansas.htm


the abutting property owners not the railroad who had charged AT&T over  

$25,000 per mile to lay the fiber optic lines in the rights of way. The settlement  

abandoned railroad rights of way. The settlement was for $45,000 per mile.  

Today's settlement only affects Indiana property owners who own land next to  

abandoned railroad rights of way. There will be another class action lawsuit filed 

or property owners in Indiana who own land next to operating railroad rights 

of way which have fiber optic cables laid in the right of way. There also have  

been class action lawsuits filed in most other states to accomplish the same thing 

for other property owners which will involve many multi-million dollar 

settlements  

to property owners throughout the United States. Stay tuned for more news on 

this issue.  

Today's court settlement will be a blow to rails to trails groups as they have been 

active in selling these fiber optic companies rights to lay fiber optic cables in abandoned 

railroad rights of way the trails groups have turned into trails pursuant to the federal rails 

to 

trails act, 16 U.S.C. 1247(d). Court suits will be filed against any government 

agency or private group that have involved themselves in selling any rights to 

rails to trails type of rights of way. Hopefully, there will be some government 

agencies and private trails groups that will possibly go broke trying to pay 

compensation to the affected property owners. Some of these private trails 

groups are funded by wealthy trust-fund babies so we will go after their wealth 

to pay the property owners.  

If you have MS Word you can download the press release at herethis URL. 

The attorney is Nels Ackerson and can be reached at 202-833-8833  

ONGOING ISSUES and TECHNICAL PAPERS 

Letter to Kansas city council on pending property owner bill. 

The letter shows with graphs and text how trails are very costly without any 

economic benefit 

to the community or the state. Click here. 

An article by Wayne Hage about the modern origins of the environmental 

movement and how it affects our property rights. Click here. The info about CARA is not 

current as CARA 

did not pass the Congress yet.  

Article from the L.A. Daily Journal, 2/4/00, about compensation 

for abutting property owners of rails to trails projects. You will need a  

reader that reads .tif files. Click '>here and here 
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Delaware-New Jersey Farm Bureau here 

NEBRASKA FARM BUREAU Press Release from 

November 8, 1998 concerning rails to trails. The press release is in MS Word 

format so open the file in MS Word or use a converter if you use other word 

processors. Click here 

COURT CASES on RAILS To TRAILS ISSUES 

Indiana property owners win a very important court 

decision against the Penn Central Railroad on February 4, 1999. An Indiana 

judge awarded over $600,000 in legal fee sanctions against Penn Central for 

delaying a class action lawsuit filed against Penn Central by Indiana property 

owners. Sanctions are approved when a judge thinks attorneys are not playing 

the legal game fairly. This is a huge blow to Penn Central and their actions to 

defend against very well represented property owners. Nels Ackerson of 

Washington, D.C., (202) 833-8833, is representing the property owners in this 

class action lawsuit.  

January 1999--In a Michigan case on reversionary rights, the U.S. Court of Appeals 

for the Sixth Circuit ruled in the property owners favor in a case called RLTD v. STB.  

Click here. The Sixth Circuit 

said the STB was right by not claiming jurisdiction for a rail line that was out of service for 

over 20 years; 

thus the STB could not order a rails to trails action on the line.  

December 30, 1997, decision by the U.S. Court of 

Appeals for the D.C. Circuit ruled in a Kansas landowner's favor today on a 

rail to trails issue, BECKER v. STB. The Court ruled that the Surface 

Transportation Board (old ICC) had no jurisdiction to issue an extension for a 

rails to trails permit because the railroad had already abandoned the rail line 

by pulling up the rails and ties. Once a rail line is abandoned, the STB loses 

jurisdiction to do any regulating on the rail line. This is a great win for 

property owners and property rights. The STB has extended trails use agreement 

as much as eight times over a period of 5 years while the abutting property 

owners are left in limbo about their property rights in the rail line. Becker v. STB - 

newspaper article here 

An Indiana Supreme Court decision on reversionary rights. The Indiana Supreme Court  

on June 10, 1997, said that reversionary property owners to railroad rights of way are the 

ones  

to benefit from fiber optic and other utilities placed in the right of way, not the railroad or 

some trails 

group. The law in Indiana is much the same in all other states so this case should be used  

when property owners any place want to recover the rental fees the railroad and trails 

group are  

http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/kansas1.htm
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getting for leasing fiber optic and other utilities in the railroad right of way. Contact 

NARPO or 

Dave Ford at the Indiana Farm Bureau at 317-692-7802 for further information. The 

attorney 

representing the Indiana property owners is Nels Ackerson at 202-833-8833.  

Article by Mike Berger about the latest decision --click here for the Berger article Mike 

Berger was Preseault's attorney in the 1990 Supreme Court decision.  

COURT CASE ON REVERSIONARY RIGHTS here 

Belka v. Penn Central case no. 93-2457 6th Circuit on 1/10/96.  

This case was decided on legal doctrine of impossibility. The reversionary 

property owners sued for their land back on a rails to trails case where  

the abandoning railroad sold off some of the right of way for other uses  

and then sold the remainder to the state of Michigan for a rails to trails 

project. The court ruled the sales of some parts of the right of way made  

it "impossible" to remake the right of way back into a railroad right of way  

in the future. Consequently, the Michigan rails to trails law could not 

function because of the "impossibility of turning the right of way back to  

a railroad as the Michigan law mandates must be done for the law to work.  

CONGRESSIONAL TESTIMONY ON RAILS TO TRAILS 

ISSUES 

NARPO's testimony before the U.S. House Transportation Committee on rails to trails 

Problems click here 

NARPO's testimony before the U.S. House Appropriations Committee on March 4, 1997 

here 

NARPO's testimony before the Rail Subcommittee of the U.S. House 

Transportation Committee on Sept. 18, 1996 here' 

Other Rails to Trails Articles 

An article on WHY and HOW To affect an election, unelect bad officials  

and elect property rights oriented people-click here 

Louisiana Property owners fight a trail. To see how to defeat a trail and unelect bad 

politicians at the same time, click here.  

Article by Congressional Research Service (CRS) on the whys and  

wherefores of the property rights movement here for CRS article. 

http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/berger.htm
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/waugh.html
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/testimon.htm
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/approp-1.htm
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/testimon.htm
http://home.earthlink.net/~dick156/election.htm
http://la.htm/
http://cnie.org/NLE/CRSreports/Economics/econ-11.cfm


A trail in Bellevue, Washington which is 1/4 mile long is costing the  

U.S. taxpayers $640,000 which is being funded through ISTEA 

(ISTEA is your federal gas tax if you don't know what ISTEA is). Contact NARPO 

for a copy of the article on this trail. Whoever said trails were cheap recreation? 

An article about what to do with rails to trails problems click here 

A book review on a great book about Free Enterprise and 

the bad effects of government regulation --Ultimate Resources II--click here 

An article about the problems with government intervention 

and how to debunk naysayers of small government-click here 

An article on a trail in Indiana that cost $89,000 per 

mile to build click here 

An article about the $89,000 per mile trail being defeated by the  

concerted efforts of the property owners and taxpayers of LaPorte County, Indiana. click-

click here 

A good article on the Fifth Amendment here 

OTHER INTERNET LINKS 

A property owner's site in Ohio which is opposing a rail 

trail through their property. here 

The web site for Mountain State Legal Foundation and a 

copy of their article about the court win in the Missouri property owner class 

action lawsuit for compensation for reversionary property owners click here 

A site produced by property owners in Hurley, Wisconsin 

that are fighting a rails to trails project. They also have very recalcitrant 

local officials trying to condemn their land for a snowmobile trail to 

different taverns; some of which are owned by local officials. RAPTOR fights land 

seizure tyranny being promoted through socialist government. 

Ayn Rand and Objectivism form the foundation for RAPTOR'S fight. click click here 

A great property rights site for seeing what is 

happening on the Congressional, national and state scene in property rights.  

The American Land Rights Association has a huge data base of members who get 

fax updates on current Congressional issues. Also 100 direct links to other 

property rights sites. here 
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Texas Justice Foundation, a non-profit, public interest 

litigation foundation for limited government, property rights and free 

competitive markets here 

Liberty Matters--one of the newer organizations 

focusing on property rights here 

Another Property rights site Here 

A great link--The American Association of Small Property Owners here 

A link to U.S. Supreme Court, Federal Circuit Court, and State courts here 

To see another Property Rights Web site click herewith links to 100s of other property 

rights sites.  

To see a paper on rails-to-trails problems click click here 

The Right of Way Association Home Page click here 

A nice article, Land Rights, Why Do They Matter?, by Bruce Yandle click here 

Property Rights'Radicals'by Wayne Hage, a Nevada rancher click here 

Due to ongoing virus problems, NARPO will not open any e-mail unless the 

subject line contains any of the following words: rail trail, trails, or property 

rights. You can leave me a message by e-mail at mailto: dick156@earthlink.net  
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